

BOATING DOWNUNDER BOAT RAMP TEMPLATE
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GPS            38°12'59.38"S     145°20'36.28"E 

Lanes	2	Surface	Concrete		Condition     Good
Wharves		1 floating pontoon, well fendered and 1 Fixed wharf in poor condition
Tides 		Unusable three hours before and three hours after low tide
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Parking		Limited (15 – 20 spaces for car and trailer)

Cost		Free

Facilities	Fish cleaning table, Fish bin, Water, Toilets, BBQ,  Lighting

Fuel		
United 80-88 S Gippsland Hwy, Tooradin VIC 3980

Services
Small Milk Bar nearby only




Fishing Tackle & Bait
Als Bait and Tackle at Warneet boat ramp is the closest tackle shop.

Cranbourne Tackleworld on the Hwy is a en route if coming to the ramp from the north.

[image: ]

Local Knowledge	

This ramp is very subject to tide and three hours either side of the low tide makes the ramp unusable.   The channel going into Blind Bight from the Westernport Bay is windy.   At night time, it is very tricky to negotiate as there are no lights and poles.

The ramp lanes are unusually narrow, so make sure you can back a trailer proficiently.

As can be seen from the aerial photo, it is quite a distance to Westernport Bay along a narrow channel which dries out dramatically near the boat ramp.

The better option if you need to launch in the northern end of Westernport Bay is to go to Warneet.   This ramp is also tidal, but the channel is relatively straight and it is only a short distance to the bay.   Importantly, there is a jetty at Warneet which is suitable for boats at all tides, so if you come in at the wrong time, it is very easy to tie up to the jetty and wait.
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Boat Ramp Etiquette

To avoid ramp rage, please try and remember these basic boat ramp rules when launching and retrieving:-

Prepare your boat before you reverse onto the ramp – ie bungs in, straps off and equipment in the boat

Beware of slippery ramps, particularly when tide is low – if you have a four wheel drive, use it.   Every year, cars are ruined when they are dragged by their boats into the water during launching or retrieval.

Make sure you have plenty of fuel and your batteries are working – running out of fuel or dead batteries are the two most common reasons for boaters needing rescue every year.

If you are going offshore and there is a facility such as Marine or Sea Rescue, Coastguard, or VMR which operates a log on and log off service, use it.
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