

BOATING DOWNUNDER BOAT RAMP REPORT
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GPS  Town Beach	17 58’ 16" S   122° 14’ 12"E
GPS Catalinas		17 58’ 02” S   122 14’ 16” E

The Town Beach and Catalinas boat ramps are 2 separate ramps which are relatively close to each other.    Each allows direct access to Roebuck Bay.   Local knowledge is very important – see local knowledge at end of report.   You must be prepared to beach launch or retrieve to use these ramps.

Town Beach - 1 lane  
Catalinas - 1 lane

Surface	Concrete	    Condition     Fair
Wharves		Nil
Tides 	The state of the tide is critically important at these ramps.   Refer to the local knowledge section at the end of this report.
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Town Beach Boat ramp
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Town Beach boat ramp from water showing caravan park

Parking	Ample at Town Beach.   As can be seen from the following photograph, the parking for Catalinas Boat Ramp is on the other side of the apartments on the southern side of the ramp.

Cost		Nil

Facilities	Nil
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Catalinas Boat Ramp

Fuel		
BP  7 Clementson ST., Broome   Ph  (08) 9193 6347 (closest to ramp)   Open until 10 p.m.
Coles Express, Cnr. Hammersley St. and Napier Tce., Broome  (08) 9192 1702    Open 24 hours
United Petroleum 49 Reid Rd, Broome  Ph (08) 9192 8181   Open until 10 p.m.
Caltex Woolworths, 106 Frederick St., Broome   Ph   (08) 9192 7909   Open until 9.00 p.m.   
(There are other fuel outlets, but these are the closest to the ramp and shops.)

Services
There are 2 major supermarkets in Broome;  Woolworths at the Boulevard, 106 Frederick St. and Coles in the town shopping centre in Carnarvon St.
Also at both these locations, bakeries, newsagents, cafes, butchers, etc. can all be found as well as alcohol

Fishing Tackle & Bait
Tackle World, 33 Carnarvon St, Broome   Ph. 08 91921669
Diverse Water Sports and Marine Shop 41 Broome Boulevard Shopping Centre 106 Frederick St., Broome , Ph 0439 936 469
Kimberley Camping and Outback Supplies, Frederick St., Broome   Ph 08 9193 5909 

Local Knowledge	

There are actually 5 ramps in Broome.   Three are in the vicinity of Entrance Point (see Entrance Point boat ramps report).   The Town Beach and Catalinas boat ramps are closer to old Broome town and are mostly suitable only for smaller boats such as tinnies and dinghies. 
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These ramps provide good access to Dampier Creek

It is important to know that the two ramps at this location are VERY dependent on tide!   Broome has one of the highest tidal ranges in Australia, reaching over a 9 metre difference at its highest during spring tides.   This means that more often than not, the ramp is useful only for getting onto the beach to do a beach launch or retrieve.

In fact most of the locals are very adept at beach launching and those with smaller boats (generally less than 6 metres) usually launch off Cable Beach at Gantheaume Point.


 
The beach for both of these ramps is very flat and a bit muddy so they are really only suitable for dinghies.  Town Beach does get used a lot by people accessing Dampier creek, Black Ledge or the cyclone moorings with smaller boats as it is much closer than Entrance Point.  
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The trade winds blow consistently on this part of the coast and can get quite strong.   Care must be taken when mooring a boat of this beach as circumstances can change very quickly with strong winds and tides.

If the tide is up, which would be almost at the high tide mark the ramp is single lane.  At this point it is a reasonable ramp and you could easily retrieve a 7.5m boat but due to the large tidal movement it only gives you a small window to launch or retrieve.  It is very sheltered from a westerly breeze at this time.

The ramp to access the beach at Catalinas is on the Dampier Creek side, (north), of Town Beach.  Again it allows access to a flat muddy area between mangroves to launch a dinghy.  It gets used a lot by small dinghy’s going to Dampier creek or Black Ledge.  At high tide on a 9m or more when you return to Catalina’s you can actually retrieve on the concrete but it is important to know that cars have been lost there that have misjudged the tide.

Finally, and most importantly, if you have never launched at Broome, make sure you speak to a local about the conditions.   You might find it easy launching, but very, very difficult retrieving.


Boat Ramp Etiquette

To avoid ramp rage, please try and remember these basic boat ramp rules when launching and retrieving:-

Prepare your boat before you reverse onto the ramp – ie bungs in, straps off and equipment in the boat

Beware of slippery ramps, particularly when tide is low – if you have a four wheel drive, use it.   Every year, cars are ruined when they are dragged by their boats into the water during launching or retrieval.

Make sure you have plenty of fuel and your batteries are working – running out of fuel or dead batteries are the two most common reasons for boaters needing rescue every year.

If you are going offshore and there is a facility such as Marine or Sea Rescue, Coastguard, or VMR which operates a log on and log off service, use it.
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'BOATING DOWNUNDER BOAT RAMP REPORT

Broome ~ Town Beach & Catalinas Boat Ramp.
Broome

GPS Town Beach 17°58'16"S 122' 10 12'E
P Catalinas 17758 02°S 122" 10° 267 E

The Town Besch and Catalinas boat ramps are 2 searate
ramps which are elaivly closeto each other. Each allows
diect access o Roebuck Bay. Local knowledge s very
important - see local knowledge at end of report. You
mustbe prepared to beach launch o rtrieve to use these.
ramps.

Town Beach- 1 lane
Catalinas - 11ane

Surface Concrete  Condition Fair
Wharves Nl



