

BOATING DOWNUNDER BOAT RAMP REPORT

[bookmark: _GoBack]Long Reef - Fishermans Beach 
Seaview Pde., Collaroy, 
Northern Beaches, NSW

[image: ]

GPS            33°44'19"S     151°18'27"E
Lanes	2	Surface	Concrete	    Condition     Poor
Wharves		Nil
Tides 		Works in all tides – See notes re wind and swell

Parking	Approximately 30 car parks for cars with trailers.   These are not designated parks for trailers and you will have to reverse the trailer onto the grass behind the car park.   Consequently other beach users can also use those car parks reducing what is available to boat owners.    There is a small overflow parking area to the east of the car parking.
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Cost		Nil

Facilities	 Fish cleaning table.

  [image: ]  [image: ]

Fuel		
Caltex Star Mart, 793/797 Pittwater Rd, Dee Why NSW 2099
(Open 24 hours)   Ph. (02) 9971 1189
Mobil, 940 Pittwater Rd, Dee Why, NSW, 2099   Ph.  9971 7660
Services
This ramp is very close to the shopping centres of Collaroy, Dee Why and Narrabeen where supermarkets, hotels and cafes can be easily found.

Fishing Tackle & Bait   (nearest)
Narrabeen Bait and Tackle, 1469 Pittwater Rd., North Narrabeen   Ph. (02) 9970 6204
Fishing Station, 50 Darley St, Mona Vale   Ph. (02) 8094 9197
Sneaky Fisho, 533 Pittwater Rd, Brookvale   Ph. (02) 9949 9488

Local Knowledge	

This is the only ramp that provides direct access to the ocean along the northern beaches coast from North Head at Manly to Barrenjoey.   Whilst it is sheltered from winds coming directly from the West, South and East any wind or swell that has any part of a northerly in it will make it difficult to use.

If you want to go boating in the open ocean in this area and this ramp is adversely affected you will need to launch from within Port Jackson (Sydney Harbour) to the south or Broken Bay via Pittwater to the North.

There is no wharf or floating pontoons at this ramp, so boat owners and passengers have to beach the boat or enter via the shallows.

The ramp is in poor condition and there is a serious drop off on the eastern side of the ramp despite the sloping concrete, as a consequence of the sand being scoured out by the movement of the water.
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Like many ramps, the lower end of the ramp is slippery because of the presence of weed.
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Boat Ramp Etiquette

To avoid ramp rage, please try and remember these basic boat ramp rules when launching and retrieving:-

Prepare your boat before you reverse onto the ramp – ie bungs in, straps off and equipment in the boat

Beware of slippery ramps, particularly when tide is low – if you have a four wheel drive, use it.   Every year, cars are ruined when they are dragged by their boats into the water during launching or retrieval.

Make sure you have plenty of fuel and your batteries are working – running out of fuel or dead batteries are the two most common reasons for boaters needing rescue every year.

If you are going offshore and there is a facility such as Marine or Sea Rescue, Coastguard, or VMR which operates a log on and log off service, use it.
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