

BOATING DOWNUNDER BOAT RAMP REPORT

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mallacoota – Bastion Point
Bastion Point Rd., Mallacoota
GPS  36°44'12.76"S     149°58'58.50"E
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Lanes	3	Surface	Concrete		Condition     Good
Wharves		1 Fixed wharf, well fendered
Tides 		Works in all tides
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Parking		Ample – Large sealed area to park cars and trailers.   Close to the ramp.  
Cost			Nil 
Facilities	No fish cleaning table.   You will have to drive to the Lake boat ramp where there is a good fish cleaning area.
Toilets in car park and Lighting at ramp.
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Fuel		
Caltex, 40 Maurice Ave, Mallacoota Open 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon - Sun
Shell, 89 Betka Rd, Mallacoota

Services
2 Supermarkets in Maurice St., Mallacoota, IGA and Foodworks
Mallacoota Hotel in Maurice St., Mallacoota

Fishing Tackle & Bait

Even though it will not appear on the internet, there is a reasonably well stocked fishing tackle shop beside the Mallacoota Hotel.   (current April, 2017)

Local Knowledge	

This is a very new and at the time of construction quite a controversial boat ramp.   It is in very good condition and gives excellent access to the open ocean.   It is much more preferable to the entrance to Mallacoota Lakes which is often closed, shallow and when open, dangerous.

The breakwater runs parallel with the usual ocean swell which means when there is large swell, you will not see it coming until you reach the end of the breakwater, so care must be taken to judge the exit at the right time in medium to large swell.

This ramp is under the management of the 
Gippsland Ports and like all ramps in the Gippsland area, parking is free and the infrastructure is in good condition.   Maps are available via th Gippsland Ports website at:  http://www.gippslandports.vic.gov.au/
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If the swell was larger, exit must be timed

Boat Ramp Etiquette

To avoid ramp rage, please try and remember these basic boat ramp rules when launching and retrieving:-

Prepare your boat before you reverse onto the ramp – ie bungs in, straps off and equipment in the boat

Beware of slippery ramps, particularly when tide is low – if you have a four wheel drive, use it.   Every year, cars are ruined when they are dragged by their boats into the water during launching or retrieval.

Make sure you have plenty of fuel and your batteries are working – running out of fuel or dead batteries are the two most common reasons for boaters needing rescue every year.

If you are going offshore and there is a facility such as Marine or Sea Rescue, Coastguard, or VMR which operates a log on and log off service, use it.
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