

BOATING DOWNUNDER BOAT RAMP REPORT

[bookmark: _GoBack]Brooklyn - Parsley Bay
Hawkesbury River, NSW
George St., Brooklyn
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GPS            33°32'51"S     151°13'48"E
Lanes	4	Surface	Concrete	    Condition     Very Good
Wharves		1 Floating wharf
Tides 		Works in all tides
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Parking	This is a very large car park however being so close to Sydney, it fills quickly on a good day.
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Cost		Nil

Facilities	 Fish cleaning table,  boat wash down area (not working at as October 2017 due to water restrictions),  Bins, lighting, toilets, fresh water, picnic tables.

[image: ]  [image: ]

Fuel		
Fuel can be obtained from the wharf at the Brooklyn Marina however like all marinas there is a premium to be paid for the convenience of filling your fuel tanks on the water.   If using this facility be aware that ferries are constantly coming and going and can present minor difficulties getting into and out of the fuel wharf.

The closest petrol station is at the general store at Brooklyn Central, 81-85 Brooklyn Rd, Brooklyn, NSW 2083 and opens at 6 a.m. every day except X-mas.
Phone;  (02) 9985 8870 or mobile  0414 969 844.

	Next best is BP Berowra at 111 Berowra Waters Rd, Berowra which is open 24 hours a day or Shell Berowra at 955 Pacific Hwy, Berowra. 


	



Services
Brooklyn is a small village that has a couple of cafés, a chemist, a hotel and general store both at the Marina and along the main road into Brooklyn.   There are also a couple of restaurants in the town an marina.

Fishing Tackle & Bait
Both of the general stores sell fishing tackle and bait.

Local Knowledge	

This ramp is in an area of the Hawkesbury River which is very open and can be quickly affected by wind.   The ramp itself however is surrounded by breakwaters making it completely protected from the windy chop.

The ramp is actually part of the town of Brooklyn which is an excellent location for starting and finishing your boating holiday on the Hawkesbury.   Many people choose to launch from the Pittwater area however if there is a reasonable swell running into Broken Bay it can be dangerous getting from the Pittwater into the Hawkesbury.

Brooklyn is very centrally located to the majority of the river destinations and has sufficient facilities to resupply when you need to.

There is plenty of parking and good facilities at the ramp.   Like most car parks, there is the occasional issue with thieves breaking into cars whilst owners are away however there is good lighting in the car park and residential housing which overlooks the park.   We have left a vehicle there for over one week with no problems.

Whilst there is only one floating wharf attached to the ramp, there are two floating pontoons only metres away which are adjacent to the breakwater walls.   

One of these is used by ferries and water taxis, so you will not be able to stay tied up against it for long.  The pontoon is small and only has room for one reasonable sized boat at a time.
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The ramp is 4 lane so getting boats into and out of the water can occur relatively quickly.   

If there is no space against the pontoon, there is plenty of room in the water for boats to wait and if the pontoon is too busy to pull up against to collect the person who parks the car, there is a very small beach to the north of the ramp.   


Boat Ramp Etiquette

To avoid ramp rage, please try and remember these basic boat ramp rules when launching and retrieving:-

Prepare your boat before you reverse onto the ramp – ie bungs in, straps off and equipment in the boat

Beware of slippery ramps, particularly when tide is low – if you have a four wheel drive, use it.   Every year, cars are ruined when they are dragged by their boats into the water during launching or retrieval.

Make sure you have plenty of fuel and your batteries are working – running out of fuel or dead batteries are the two most common reasons for boaters needing rescue every year.

If you are going offshore and there is a facility such as Marine or Sea Rescue, Coastguard, or VMR which operates a log on and log off service, use it.
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