

PATTERSON RIVER BOAT RAMP REPORT
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GPS            38° 4'15.92"S		145° 7'39.77"E
4 Individual boat ramps within car park area.   Ramps 1 & 2 are 3 lane and ramps 3 & 4 are 2 lane.

Ramps    4	Surface	Concrete	    Condition     Good

Wharves		The entire waterfront has tying up points and ramps 3 & 4 also have a small pontoon each 

Tides 		Works in all tides
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Parking	This is possibly Vitoria’s biggest boat ramp facility and has sufficient parking for 400 cars and trailers.

Cost		$15 per day use but an annual permit is available at a cost of $175 per season which covers September 1 to August 31.

Facilities	Despite a huge parking area and numerous ramps, there are no cleaning tables or wash down facilities.   This is currently being worked on and should be improved by the summer of 2017.   Bins and Lighting are good.
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Fuel		
United Petroleum, 1 Thompson Rd, Patterson Lakes – Open 24 hours
Woolworths Caltex  2-14 Thompson Rd, Patterson Lakes – Open 5 a.m. – 11 p.m.
Caltex Star Mart, 241 Wells Rd, Chelsea Heights – Open 24 hours


	
	


Services
Approx 730 metres from the boat ramp area you will find the Patterson Lakes Shopping Centre which has pretty much everything you will need.   There is water access to the back of the shopping centre, but unfortunately no tying up facilities.

You can also moor against the Cove Hotel which is on the water, access via the second tidal gate.   
http://www.thecovehotel.com.au


Fishing Tackle & Bait
Launching way Marine & Tackle Shop.   Ph. 97725777   This shop is at the ramp and provides fresh bait, a comprehensive range of tackle, some equipment for your boat and plenty of good advice.

Local Knowledge	

As previously stated, this is possibly Victoria’s largest boat ramp.   There are four separate boat ramps in the car park, two have three lanes and two have two lanes.   The car park is sealed and well lit.

It is the largest boat ramp for a good reason, it can get very busy, particularly during snapper season which is usually between October and December.   In fact, at the height of the snapper season, the car park can be full by 4 a.m!

That’s the bad news, the good news is this ramp is managed by Trevor and Lynette Hogan and the other guys at the Launching Way Marine & Tackle Shop who also collect the parking fees.   You actually have to drive past the shop to get to the car park.   These guys make sure the traffic moves as quickly as it can.

During snapper season and summer (until end of January) the shop opens at 1 a.m. and close at 9 p.m. so if you need information, bait, tackle or even some marine equipment for your boat, you can get it and because there is such a high volume of fishermen using the ramp, the bait is fresh.
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The ramps are all sheltered being in a river and the entrance to Port Phillip Bay is only a short distance away (about 7-800 metres) and not being ocean, is not subject to the conditions of an ocean bar.   The entrance is regularly dredged, especially in summer when it is dredged every 6 weeks or sooner if needed.

At least 9 commercial operators use the Patterson River ramp, so it is very safe and reliable, however in winter the southern side of the river entrance can silt up a bit and can be an issue in a very low tide.   This is not likely to affect the average recreational boat user unless you have a deep draft boat in which case, do what the commercial operators do and stick to the northern side of the channel.

Ramps 3 and 4 have a deep drop off the end of the concrete which has a lip to stop trailers going off the edge and is marked with a sign.   Despite this, drivers manage to drop their trailers off the end of the ramp in low tides every year.   Ramps 1 and 2 do not have this problem.
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Boat Ramp Etiquette

To avoid ramp rage, please try and remember these basic boat ramp rules when launching and retrieving:-

Prepare your boat before you reverse onto the ramp – ie bungs in, straps off and equipment in the boat

Beware of slippery ramps, particularly when tide is low – if you have a four wheel drive, use it.   Every year, cars are ruined when they are dragged by their boats into the water during launching or retrieval.

Make sure you have plenty of fuel and your batteries are working – running out of fuel or dead batteries are the two most common reasons for boaters needing rescue every year.

If you are going offshore and there is a facility such as Marine or Sea Rescue, Coastguard, or VMR which operates a log on and log off service, use it.
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