

SOLDIERS POINT BOAT RAMP REPORT
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NSW
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GPS            32°41’58"S     152°03'42"E
Lanes	3	Surface	Concrete	    Condition     Good
Wharves		2 Floating wharfs

Tides 		Works in all tides

Parking	65 car and trailer parks plus some more room along the entrance road.   This ramp does get very busy during summer holidays as it is the best ramp on the southern side of Port Stephens.

Cost		Nil
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Facilities	1 Fish cleaning table, 1 boat wash down area,  Bin, Lighting and an automatic toilet.   (talking toilet)
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Fuel		
Soldiers Point Marina - Access to premium fuel and diesel is available 24 hours a day by appointment. A complimentary pump-out facility is also available from the fuel dock. 
Coles Express BP 163 Salamander Way, Salamander Bay Open 5 a.m. to midnight every day (02) 4919 1578

	
	


Services
300 metres from the boat ramp is a little group of shops with a café.    About  3 km away is a shopping centre complete with supermarket, fuel, hotel and other assorted shops at Salamander Bay which you pretty much have to drive past to get to Soldiers Point Boat Ramp.

There is also a small on water café at the Soldiers Point Marina called the Boat Shed General Store and coffee shop which also sells bait and makes a good breakfast.  It is open 7 days a week.   Ph 4919 1234

Nelson Bay is the largest town in Port Stephens and has a comprehensive range of shops, restaurants and services.
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Soldiers Point Marina

Fishing Tackle & Bait
The closest bait and tackle is Duff’s Salamander Bait and Tackle, 1/163 Salamander Way, Salamander Bay (02) 4982 0711   Noteworthy is the fact that Duff’s opens at 6 am during the week and 5 a.m. on weekends.

BCF is at 4/6 Innovation Cl, Taylors Beach.   It is approximately 6 km from the boat ramp.
Alternatively you will find Tackleworld in Nelsons Bay approximately 11 km from Soldiers Point.   100 Magnus St., Nelson Bay  (02) 4984 2144

Local Knowledge	

This is a very sheltered boat ramp even in a westerly wind which is the most common wind direction in this area.

The ramp is 3 lane so getting boats into and out of the water can occur relatively quickly.  

It is not affected by shifting sands and the concrete surface is more than deep enough to ensure that your trailer will never drop off the end of the ramp. 
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There are four other ramps in the area which could be used on the southern side of Port Stephens however Soldiers Point is the best.   The other ramps at Shoal Bay, Little Beach, Taylor’s Beach and Salamander Bay are either too shallow, have restricted access or are affected by shifting sands and tide.   (Refer to boat ramp reports for each.)
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Fish cleaning table with local residents waiting for a feed

Boat Ramp Etiquette

To avoid ramp rage, please try and remember these basic boat ramp rules when launching and retrieving:-

Prepare your boat before you reverse onto the ramp – ie bungs in, straps off and equipment in the boat

Beware of slippery ramps, particularly when tide is low – if you have a four wheel drive, use it.   Every year, cars are ruined when they are dragged by their boats into the water during launching or retrieval.

Make sure you have plenty of fuel and your batteries are working – running out of fuel or dead batteries are the two most common reasons for boaters needing rescue every year.

If you are going offshore and there is a facility such as Marine or Sea Rescue, Coastguard, or VMR which operates a log on and log off service, use it.
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