

BOATING DOWNUNDER BOAT RAMP REPORT
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GPS            38°20'3.70"S     144°44'32.59"E
Lanes	3	Surface	Concrete	Condition     Good
Wharves		2 Fixed wharves, well fendered

Tides 		Works in all tides

Parking		Ample except during the height of snapper season in November.   The car park is split into 3 sections providing 75 car and trailer spaces, the upper park, middle park and the lower park.   The lower park is next to the ramp but is difficult to use on busy days as the queue of cars waiting to use the ramp blocks egress.
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Cost		$11 per day.  Can obtain annual ticket from the Mornington Peninsula Shire for $125.   This permit allows you to use six ramps in the shire for a 12 month period from 01 November to 31 October.   Day Tickets can be purchased on line.
Facilities	Fish bin, Lighting
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Fuel		
Caltex 2279 Point Nepean Hwy., Rye
BP 2245 Point Nepean Rd., Rye

Services
Approx 1 km from the boat ramp to the Sorrento Main St. shopping centre.   Cafes, Restaurant, Supermarket, etc.

Fishing Tackle & Bait
Fishooked Tackle and Bait
2399 Point Nepean Rd., Rye 
Complete Angler, 11 Boneo Rd., Rosebud
http://www.peninsulacompleatangler.com.au
Tackleworld, 177 Mornington-Tyabb Rd., Mornington
http://www.tackleworld.com.au/vic/mornington.html
Sport Phillip Marine, 129 Mornington-Tyabb Rd., Mornington
http://www.sportphillip.com.au/


Local Knowledge	

During Snapper Season, (Oct to late Nov) this ramp is particularly busy during the early to mid morning and parking can be difficult to obtain at the ramp.

Sorrento is a very popular holiday location especially during summer and there are more boats in this part of the bay than anywhere else in Port Phillip.   Consequently the ramp gets very busy.   The next best option if you want to launch in that area is to launch at Rye which is also busy but has more parking.
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Boat Ramp Etiquette

To avoid ramp rage, please try and remember these basic boat ramp rules when launching and retrieving:-

Prepare your boat before you reverse onto the ramp – ie bungs in, straps off and equipment in the boat

Beware of slippery ramps, particularly when tide is low – if you have a four wheel drive, use it.   Every year, cars are ruined when they are dragged by their boats into the water during launching or retrieval.

Make sure you have plenty of fuel and your batteries are working – running out of fuel or dead batteries are the two most common reasons for boaters needing rescue every year.

If you are going offshore and there is a facility such as Marine or Sea Rescue, Coastguard, or VMR which operates a log on and log off service, use it.
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