

BOATING DOWNUNDER BOAT RAMP REPORT
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Foreshore Rd., Tooradin, Victoria

[image: ]

GPS            38°13'1.22"S     145°22'37.98"E

Lanes	2	Surface	Concrete	Condition     Good
Wharves		2 Fixed wharves, well fendered
Tides 		No good two hours before and two hours after low tide.

Refer to local knowledge notes (end of report) for more important information regarding this ramp.
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Parking		Parking for approximately 60 cars with trailers.

Cost		$12 per day.     Honesty box system.   Annual pass costs $100 and covers the period between 1 September and 31 August.   There is also a cost of $15 for overnight parking.   Boat storage is also available.
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Facilities	Fish cleaning table, Fish bin, Water, Toilets, BBQ,  Lighting

Fuel		
United 80-88 S Gippsland Hwy, Tooradin VIC 3980

Services
Approximately 500 metres from the main shopping strip which has several take away food shops and cafes.

Fishing Tackle & Bait
Al’s Bait and Tackle at Warneet boat ramp is the closest tackle shop.

Cranbourne Tackleworld on the Sth. Gippsland Hwy is en route if coming to the ramp from the north.

Local Knowledge	

This ramp is very subject to tide and two hours either side of the low tide makes the ramp unusable.   The channel going into Tooradin from the Westernport Bay is approximately 10 km long and very meandering.   At night time, it is very tricky to negotiate as there are very few lights and poles.

In addition to this, approximately three quarters of a kilometre from the ramp there is a hump in the channel which is both difficult to see and very shallow.
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The better option if you need to launch in the northern end of Westernport Bay is to go to Warneet.   This ramp is also tidal, but the channel is relatively straight and it is only a short distance to the bay.   Importantly, there is a jetty at Warneet which is suitable for boats at all tides, so if you come in at the wrong time, it is very easy to tie up to the jetty and wait.




Boat Ramp Etiquette

To avoid ramp rage, please try and remember these basic boat ramp rules when launching and retrieving:-

Prepare your boat before you reverse onto the ramp – ie bungs in, straps off and equipment in the boat

Beware of slippery ramps, particularly when tide is low – if you have a four wheel drive, use it.   Every year, cars are ruined when they are dragged by their boats into the water during launching or retrieval.

Make sure you have plenty of fuel and your batteries are working – running out of fuel or dead batteries are the two most common reasons for boaters needing rescue every year.

If you are going offshore and there is a facility such as Marine or Sea Rescue, Coastguard, or VMR which operates a log on and log off service, use it.
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